
Leroy A. Jackson
May 24, 1961 - July 10, 2022

Leroy Abraham Jackson Jr. was born May 24, 1961 to the late Leroy Welch
and Mary Ann Sallet in Gainesville, Florida. Although Leroy was a Gainesville
native, he planted roots and made ample connections during his time as a
resident in Pensacola and Tallahassee, Florida. He was a graduate of
Gainesville High School, but he took pride in being a lifelong learner. He
earned a bachelor's degree in Liberal Arts with a concentration on History and
Political Science in 1995, and he relished in every opportunity to continue
reading and sharing his knowledge. 

 

Leroy's calling in life was service to others. A proud veteran of the armed
forces, he served for twenty years, retiring with a decorated military career
including: a Meritorious Service Award, a Humanitarian Service Award, a
National Defense Service Medal, a Good Recruiting Badge, and six Good
Conduct Medals. Leroy continued a career path that led him to dedicate his
time, energy, and resources to communities that he grew to love and those in
need after returning home from the army. He worked in various roles and
capacities in the health departments of Alachua County, Escambia County,
and Leon County. Moreover, Leroy continued to hold a deep concern for and
appreciation for his fellow veterans. His career came to an end at the Veteran
Affairs Office, and he entrusted the care of his home in Tallahassee, FL to a
dear friend in support of veterans in need. Aptly titled "Dream Manor," Leroy
took great pride in knowing that his house was supporting and rekindling



dreams. 
 

On April 8th, 1994, Leroy embraced fatherhood, relying on ample practice as
a dedicated and loving son, brother, and uncle to nurture and provide for a
son. He was a man with an eclectic mix of interests and passions: science
fiction movies, rock and roll, rhythm and blues, poetry, a plethora of book
genres, and capturing the smiling faces of his beloved family as an amateur
photographer. 

 

On Sunday, July 10, 2022 Leroy gained his wings. He is preceded in death by
father, Leroy Welch; mother, Mary Sallet; maternal grandmother, Flossie
Sallet, maternal grandfather, Byrd Sallet; paternal grandmother, Emma
McNish; paternal grandfather, Abraham Jackson; 4 sisters, Carolyn Jones,
Sharon Jackson, Judy Jackson, and Jacquelyn Miller; and 1 special niece,
Rachel Miles-Gent. 
Leroy leaves to cherish his loving memories: son, Raheem Jackson of
Hudson, Ohio; raised as his own son, Qurandus Gaines of Gainesville, FL; 5
brothers, Walter Anderson (Olivia) of Gainesville, Fl; Jimmy Jones of
Providence, Fl; Wayne Jones (Betty) of Gainesville, FL; Ronnie Jones of
Providence, Fl; and Robert Jackson of Utica, New York; 5 sisters, Patricia
Kaphers (Jimmy) of Trenton, FL; Linda Bright (Cornelius), Marsha Merricks
(Eduardo), and Sivena Jackson-Elleby (Charlie) all of Gainesville, FL; 1
brother-in-law, Charles Miller, Sr. of Gainesville, Fl; 3 special nephews, Ronnie
Jones Jr. of Alachua, FL; Dwight Merricks of Atlanta, GA; and Deonte
Merricks (Megan) of Reidsville, GA,; and a host of uncles, aunties, nephews,
nieces, cousins, and sorrowing friends. 

 

Visitation for Mr. Jackson will be one hour prior to the service on Saturday. 
 

Funeral Services will be held on Saturday, July 16, 2022 at 3:00 PM at Upper
Room Church Of God In Christ, 3575 NE 15th Street, Gainesville, FL 32609,



Superintendent Karl Anderson and Shepherdess Pearlie Shelton, Pastors,
with Elder Ted Welcome, Officiating. Interment will follow immediately in
Damascus Cemetery, Alachua, FL 

 

Family and friends are asked to meet at the home of his sister, Linda Bright,
2010 NE 8th Avenue (next to Duval Elementary), Gainesville, FL 32641 at
2:15 PM to form the Cortege. 

 

Due to COVID-19, all in attendance are asked to please wear a facial
covering. 

 

Arrangements Entrusted to the Care of Chestnut Funeral Home. Cards may
be sent to 18 NW 8th Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601. To order floral
arrangements, please visit www.chestnutfh.com/obituary/leroyjackson. Any
questions may be directed to 855-5-CHESTNUT or admin@chestnutfh.com.
"A CHESTNUT SERVICE"
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Chestnut Funeral Home - March 14, 2024 at 10:57 AM

2 files added to the album Obituary Wall

Dwight Merricks - November 11, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Leroy was/is my uncle and also my best friend. I remember as a
child all I wanted to do is be around him 24/7. He was the cool hip
uncle. He taught me a lot about myself and family. Loosing him was
like loosing a huge chunk of me.

Susan Glisson - September 22, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Q: How did you meet Leroy? 
  

A: I am deeply sorry for your loss. Leroy and I met at a Dept of
Health training in West Palm Beach the week of 9/11. He still had
that soldier in him. We sat together and became fast friends.. He
showed me the ropes in Providence and Lake Butler afterwards for
work. What a giving life he lead. Rest in Heaven Leroy.
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Leslie White - September 22, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Q: What will you miss most about Leroy? 
  

A: Leroy was a very sweet person. He could not notice but to know
he was there he was there. He has a voice and he spoke his peace.
He will be missed. My prayer are with the family.

WILMA MATTHEWS-AKINS - September 22, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Q: What will you never forget about Leroy? 
  

A: I will remember his smile and his humor. He always made my
day easier. I will surely miss him.

Zandra Clemmons - August 17, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Leroy, you was my sister Ex husband but I still referred to you as my
brother in law. You will be missed but take your rest .

POM 104P Team Gainesville FL - July 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

With loving memories of Leroy Jackson,
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Cindy Kaufman - July 15, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Mr. Leroy Jackson was my buddy throughout school. He was a
trusted friend, standing up for me one time when I was being
bullied. You don't forget that about a person. He had the best smile
and the warmest laugh and a heart of gold. We lost touch after
graduating high school. When we reunited years later, he called me
Sis and I called him Brother. I know he was like this with everyone.
He never met a stranger. He would have stood up for anyone who
needed it. I wasn't special in that regard, but he sure made me feel
special and I hope I made him feel that way too because he was. I
love you brother Leroy. Gone but never forgotten.  Gainesville
High School class of 1979  Cindy Johnson Kaufman

Tabrisha - July 15, 2022 at 12:00 AM

To Q. Gaines and Family with our deepest sympathy From T.
Robinson and family

wilma - July 14, 2022 at 12:00 AM

To the Family you have my deepest condolences , Mr. Leroy I will
surely miss you. Especially your morning voice when you come into
the office. You will be forever in my heart/

Susan Lane Glisson - July 14, 2022 at 12:00 AM

I met Leroy at a Dept of Health training in West Palm Beach. Our
second day was 9/11/2001. I remember seeing that soldier come
out in him and how much pride he had for our country. He carried
that over into his work helping the communities he served. Thank
you for making me laugh and keeping it real during our DOH
journey. Rest in Heaven Sir. My condolences to his family.


